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An Enquiry into the Nature of the Passions, and the 
Manner in which they are reprefented by the Tragick 
Poets, particularly with refpect to Fealoufy, in- 
cluding —fome Obfervations on SHAKESPEAR’S 

THELLO. 


Et quia amans femper, quod timet, effe putat. Ovi. 


T is a very common Objection, and one 
which we find frequently infifted upon by moft 
of our Criticks, that PorTs are apt to ex- 


p . prefent them in Fragedy, and ftrain them to 

+) 2S fuch a Degree, that the Perfons they draw, 

ei GES ceafing to be Men diftemper’d in their 

Minds, aét like Monfters, that by a kind of 

Enchantment are become Furies, But when we come to 

confider Things more clofely, we fhall find this a Charge‘not 
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eafily maintained ; for when once any Paffion gains the de. 
fpotic Empire of the human Breaft, there follows fuch a Series 
of wild and irrational Adtions, as fingly taken, would argue 
the Man abfolutely mad that committed them. But becaue 
numbers are aétuated by their Paffions as well as he, it is 
agteed, that a Series of intemperate Actions fhall not be efteem- 
ed a Proof of Madnefs, but ferve only to fhew that a Man 
has very /frong Pajfions, This is abfurd enough indeed, but & 
it is, as we feeand know from daily Experience. 

Amongft thefe, I know of none that when it has ufurped 
the Throne of Reafon, aéts with fuch tyrannical Rage and 
Licence a8 Fealoufy. Ut is for this Reafon, than whenever 
Poets attempt to paint.a Man under its Influence, they fd- 
dom regard his Rank, his Charaéfer, or his Temper ; but con- 
founding all Rules of Decency and Decorum, fhow him, how- 
ever great or elevated in his Station, as brutal as one of the lowett 
Mob, forgetting what is due to bim/felf, or to the Perfon who 
is the Objeét of his Fealou/y, fixing his Thoughts wholly upon 
the real or the fuppofed Injury, and in Confequence of his 
fixing them, blind to all Rules of Echaviour, and loft to all 
Senfe of Reafoning, all Capacity of reflecting, or comparing 
his Actions with his Duty. Neither aie they reftrained from 
this by anv Confideration of the Manners they have given him 
before he is fuppofed to be infected with this Difeafe of the 
Mind ; if he was mild and gentle, they make no Scruple of 
changing him in an Inftant into a Creature fierce and cruel ; if 
remarkable for Calmnefs and CircumfpeStion, they fhow him 
harfh and violent in a Moment ; if not only courteous, but ce- 
remonious in his Demeanour, they make him appear not 
barely blunt, but furly, from the Minute he is ftruck with Jea- 
loufy, and in fhort, oppofite in ali Refpects to what he 
was. 

The Queftion is, whether our Poets are juftified in this; 
that is to fay, whether they follow Nature, or outrun her; 
whether in Cafes of this kind, they draw the true Pidture ot 
a jealous Man, or a hideous Caracatwsa of “fealcxfy, and con- 
fequently, whether they deferve to be comesended or condemn- 
ed. I muft for my own part confefs, that it teems to me 
they are much better acquainted with ihe human Mind, then 
thofe who have taken upon them to ceinture them ; aud that 
it may be very juftly affirmed, that the boldeft Poets have 
not ventured to feign Actions more out of the Road of Reafon, 
‘than are related as Matters of Fact upon the fame Topick 
by the moft authentick Hiftorians. Now if this can be made 
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out, that is to fay, if it can be fhown from the Records 
of Hiftory, which are no. other than written Experience, that 
when Men are ftung with Jealoufy they really act as wildly, 
a ablurdly, and as inconfiftently.as the Poets reprefent them 
ating ; then all Grouhd and Foundation of Criticifm in this 
Refpeét will be taken away, and the Poets muft be allowed 
to be better acquainted with the true Force of the Paffions, 
¥ than thofe who have taken upon them to find Faule with their 
Produétions, and even to chaftife the Publick for the Applaufe 
they have vouchfafed to thofe Productions, 2s fuppofing them 
jut Reprefentations of Nature. 

Of all the inimitable Shake/pear’s Performances, there is not 
one more highly or more generally admired than his OTHELLO, 
yet this Play has fallen under the Hands of a mercilefs: Cri- 
tick, I mean Mr. Rymer of wraneliag Memory, who has 
perfwaded a Multitude of People to believe, that they not only 
applaud, but feel this Tragedy by Infatuation, catch acciden- 
ully thofe Impreffions of the Paffions, which ‘Tragedy ought 
to move, weep without Caufe, and pay that Tribute to the 
Author, which only the Players have deferved. According 
tohim, the whole of this Tragedy is not only irregular and 
ill-writ, but improbable, monftrous, and abfurd. A Blacka- 
moor, and he tuo in Years, talks a young Lady of great 
Quality into Love with him, carries her off in a boifterous 
manner from her native Country, fuffers himfelf to fall into 
Sufpicion of her, upon trivial as well as groundlefs Caufes, 
hears her Honour bafely attacked by one in his Service, and 
inftead of chaftifing, takes him for his Bofom Counfellor ; 
then fufpeéts him too ; believes again ; ‘behaves like a Brute 
to his Wife, before Company ; is convinced by the flight Cir- 
cumftance of a Handkerchief ; and then deliberately, and with 
a Show of Caution and Circum{peét:on, commits with his 
own Hands a moft fhocking and deteftable Murder, and all 
this in direét. Contradiction to the Charaéter before given of 
him by his own Officers, by Defdemona, the Senators, and 
the Duke of Venice. This I take it is the Sum of the Jn- 
diétment brought by Mr Rymer, Attorney-General of the Cri- 
ticks, againft Shakefpear as a Poet. Now to puifue this 
Simile, I will bring the Matter to an Jie, and pat it upon 
this fhort Queftion, Whether SHAK ESPEAR has followed Nature, 
sr not? And im order to decide it, I think the faireft Way 
“ to have Recourfe to Evidence, which I will next pro- 

ce, 
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Thé Marquis Ornane, or, as he is often ftiled, Sampictra, 
a Native of the Iland of Carfica, diftinguifhed bimfelf in the 
civil Wars that happened in his Country, by a noble Zeal for 
Liberty, and by all the military Virtues that form a great Cap. 
tain, and which afterwards raifed him in France (a Country 
never famous .for ovérvaluing the Merit of Strangers) to wie 
higheft Ranks in their Service. This Nobleman had married 
a young Lady of great Quality, Vaminna Ornano, of whom he 
was peffionately fond ; a Lady whofe exquifte Beauty was the 
Jeaft of her Perfeétions; whofe Manners were as amiable. as 
her Perfon, and whofe Virtues were as confpicuous and as he- 
roic as any the antient Writers have recorded, or the Authors 
of modern Romances have feigned. In all the Dangers and 
Diftrefles of her Husband, which were many and great, the 
bore a part; and when he was obliged to retire as an Exile into 
France, fhe followed him thither with her infant Son, after- 
wards fo -well known to the World by the Title of Marthal 
Ornane, Upon the Death of Henry the Second, her Husband 
defpairing of any farther Succours from France, and finding 
himfelf profcribed and a Price fet upon his Head by the Genoefe, 
determined to ask the Affiftance of the Turé; and for that 
Purpofe made a Voyage to Conftantinople. In his Abfence the 
Genoefe contrived to tamper with his Lady. She was related, 
and that very nearly too, unto fome of the beft Families of the 
Republick ; and fome of thefe fuggefted to her that, in cafe the 
would return and bring her Son with her, fhe might very 
poflibly be able to procure a Pardon for the Marquifs, not- 
withftanding. all that he had done, and was ftill doing, to the 
Prejudice of the State. 

It is no great wonder that the Marchionefs Ornano liftened to 
thefe Propofals; but her Hufband having gained Intelligence of 
the whole Defign, and either diftrufting, as he might well do, 
the Sincerity of the Genoefe, or being determined in his Aver- 
fion to that Republick, fo far as to defpife a Reconciliation, 
fent immediately into Frange his Secretary Antonio St. Florentine, 
with Infiru€tions to perfuade his Wife to lay afide'all Thoughts 
of returning to Genoa. The Marchionefs was no fooner ac- 
quainted with her Husband’s fettled Refolution, than fhe fhewed 
her accuftomed Obedience, and, at the Requeft of Antonio, 
removed from Marfeilles to Aix in Provence. When the Ge- 
necfe found that this Sheme of theirs of getting the Wife and 
Son of their capital Enemy into their Poffeffion ‘was defeated, 
they had recourfe to another Project, and corrupting one of 
the Marquifs’s Domefticks, engaged him to thiow ag? 
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Hints as might make his Matter jealous of Antonio ; and in this 
they were but too fuccefsful; for he no fooner conceived a Suf- 
picion of his Wife’s Condu&, than forgetting his Concern for 
the Liberty of his Country, the important Negotiation, in 
which he was engaged, and even the Injuries he had received 
from, and the implacable Hatred he bore the Gemoefé, he fud- 
denly returned to France. ; 

Upon his Arrival at Marfeilles, finding his Lady gone’ from 
thence with Antonio to Aix, he required nothing farther to con- 
vince him ; but immediately repairing thither, brought. back 
his Lady and her Son to Mar/eilles, that he might the more ea- 
fily efcape when he had perpetrated the barbarous Faét that he 
intended. When he had her there, he told her in Terms very 
coarfe, as well as cold, that fhe had offended him, and mutt 
die; the Lady fubmitted, and only made this Requeft, that, 
as no Man had ever touched her but himfelf, the might die by 
his Hand. To this he confented, and dropping one Knee upon 
the Ground, calling her his Miftrefs, and fhowing, in the 
midft of the moft favage Cruelty, a Tendernefs of Mind and 
Horror of the Faét, asked her Pardon, as Executioners are 
wont to do, and then ftrangled her with her Handkerchief. 

This is a bare hiftorical Narrative of the Faét, as fet down 
by the Writer of Sampietro’s Life, and by. many other im- 
partial and authentick Hiftorians; and, I prefume, whoever 
confiders it attentively, will fee that there are as. many Cir- 
cumftances of Levity, Diftraé&tion of Mind, and an abfurd 
Mixture of paffionate Love and barbarous Refentment, as Shake- 
fpear has exprefied in his Tragedy of Othello ; and that the 
Genoefe was, to all Intents and Purpofes, as great a Monfter in 
Nature as the Adwor. I conclude therefore, that our Poet has 
pteferved his Character, has painted the Paffion of Jealoufy as 
it ought to be painted in fuch a Man; has copied faithfully, 
without exceeding or exaggerating ; and has frighted us, which, 
by the way, is the very Effence of Tragedy, not with an 
imaginary Scene, but with a real Spectacle of a wife and 
worthy Man made mad by Jealoufy, and becoming a wild, 
ungovernable, brutal, and blood-thirfty Monfter ; and yet ac- 
companied with Circumftances that defervedly excite Com- 
pafion, So that if what the Criticks define about Tragedy, 
that it isthe Art of inftruéting by exciting Terror and Pity, 
he has accomplifhed it beyond any Writer in our Language, 
and may be therefore juftly fliled inimitable, 

I might indeed obferve, that the Story upon which this Tra+ 


gedy is built, was not abfolutely a Fiction, or at kealt no Fic- 
tion 
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tion of Shake/pear’s ; for be had it very nearly as he has repre. 
fented it from Cynthio’s Novels, I might alfo obferve that, as 
this very Fact happened before he wrote his Play, and as it 
made’a very great Noife in the World, it might have reached 
his Knowledge; and from certain Circumftances in this Tra- 
gedy, one might be really tempted to think he had it in View, 
I might remark too, that the Charge againft him of neglecting a 
Moral is very ill founded, and arifes rather from the Petulanc 

of the Critick, than from any Obfcurity in the Performance, 
But I wave all thefe Confiderations, and keep clofe to the Point 
which I laid down, that the Tragick Poets are vety unjuftly 
charged with exaggerating the Paflions, and making Men ap- 
pear either wilder or worfe than they are when under their In- 
fluence: And that the Inftance of Othello in fupport of this Doc. 
trine is unjuft, and the Refle&tions made upon the Author for 
drawing him as he has done, improper and ill founded. But 
this is one Species of Jealoufy oaly, though it is ivdced the 
worft Species, wiz. the Sufpicious, I fhall hereafter take Occa- 
tion to confider the Subject farther, and beftow a few Remarks 
upon a Play of Fletcher's, and perhaps upon a Tragedy of Mr. 
Rewe’s, with the fame View as in this Effay ; that is, to vindicate 
the Condué of thofe Poets, and to fhow that Horace was in the 
right, when he aflerted that there was more true Morality to be 
learned_from their Werks, than thofe of the Philofuphers, 


Copy of a Letter to a Friend in the Country, occafioned 
: by the Siege of Bergen op Zoom ; in which are con- 
stained biftorical, critical, and military Remarks, as 

well on the Errors committed by Count Lowendahl 
in the Progrefs of that Undertaking, as on the 
Strength of that Fertrefs, the Difficuities that at- 
tend the Approaches thereto, and the modern Method 
of profecuting Sieges by Sap, throwing of Bombs, 
Stones; &e. 


T isvery natural, Sir, that living at fo great a Diftance 
’ from, and coming {fo feldom to Town, the News. of the 
Siége of Bergen op Zoom fhould afieSt you more than it does us, 
who are every Day finding fomething new in the Papers ;,and 
who’ have befides fo many frefh Objects in our fight, that we are 
the lefs follicitous about thofe ‘Thing: we only read or,hear. ;-But 

I you 
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you are certainly a little in the wrong, to fancy Fame in this 
Cafe magnifies the Thing, reprefents this Siege of greater 
Confequence than it really is, and makes. the Defence far 
brighter in Appearance than in Reality. I own to you that, 
inmy Judgment, the Point is of more Weight than even we 
apprehend it ; and that in the pamig! of thofe now living, 
there has not happened a Siege more fingular in its Circum- 
ftances, or that will be attended with more extraordinary Con. 
fequences than this of Bergen op Zoom. 

But to make you comprehend this perfectly, to lay open to 
you the Motives which led the French to engage in this Siege, 
the true Condition of the Place when befieged, the Over- 
fights committed in the Siege, the Reafons why it has lafted fo 
long, the Nature and Advantages of its Fortifications, the Me- 
thod of the French Attacks, the Manner of acting by Sap, the 
Ute of Engines for throwing Stones, and the Pofibility of their 
being fo long before the Place, pufhing the Siege vigoroufly, 
and yet making no farther Progrefs, would demand more Lei- 
fure than I have to fpare, and would require more Time than you 
have to read, But when you are pleafed to intimate with all 
this, that you know but little of Fortification, and are a great 
way from your Books, it puts it ftill more out of your Power ; 
yet becaufe you are fo defirous of it, and fancy that great 
Credit would refule from reading fuch a Letter to the Juftice, 
Curate, and Excifeman in your Parifh, | am content to do 
what I can ; and, without farther Intgoduction, fhall proceed to 
anfwer your Epittle as fully as I may. 

The Fortrefs of Bergen op Zoom is the Key of the United 
Provinces on the fide of Brabant, and, I might add, of Zee- 
land too ; but if this Fortrefs were loft, the Enemy would in- 
ftantly become Mafters of a great part of the one, and find 
the Way open to their Attempts upon the other. So that there 
isno Reafon to wonder Count Lewendabi \aid afide his Defiga 
of making a Defcent upon South Beveland, after he had once 
formed the Proje&t of attacking this Place; becaufe if he could 
become Mafter uf it, that Enterprize would be much faeili- 
tated, The feizing of Dutch Flanders and the Ifland of Cat- 
Jand, the Declaration made in the Name of the moft Chriftian 
King to the States General, and various other Circumftances, 
prove beyond a Contradiction, that the great Point France has 
in View is, to force the Dutch Republick to detach herfelf from 
her Allies, or, which is the fame thing in other Words, to 
become abfolutely dependent upon him ; towards which a more 
effe€tual Step could not be taken than reducing Bergen op Zoom, 

as 








444 The MUSEUM: Or the 


‘as you will readily believe, when you confider that this im- 
portant Place is fo fituated, that the People of Rotterdam can- 
not fleep in their Beds for the Noife made by the Artillery 
during the Siege. 

The Dutch could not but know the great-Confequence of 
this Place, and ought therefore to have been extreamly at- 
tentive to its Prefervation ; but it feems they had not fo great 
a Diftruft as they ought to have had of the French; and be- 
fides, they have never been remarkable for expending Money 
before the Neceflity was apparent. The Fortifications were 
in very good Order’; and if Artillery, Amunition, and a fufi- 
cient number of Perfons belonging to the Train, feem from the 
Account you have received, to be wanting ; you are to con- 
fider firft, that they were always fure of having it in their 
Power to throw in thefe when neceflary ; and fecondly, that 
the Length of this Siege has made fuch a Confumption, as no 
Magazines could have fupplied had they been originally and 
ever fo well filled. So that to gather from what has been fent 
thither fince the Siege began, that the Place was almoft defti- 
tute at firft, is a Conclufion not at all warranted from the 
Premifles. 

What you have heard with refpe& to the Miftakes of Count 
Lewendabl, is very true, though I do not know that any 
thing has appeared upon this Subje& in the Dutch Gazettes, 
in which though they charge him with Ohftinacy, they are 
abfolutely filent as to his Overfights. Of thefe fuch as are 
well acquainted with military Affairs, fay, that he committed 
three that are very notorious ; the firft is, his omitting to re- 
duce Fort- Lillo upon the Schelde, before he attempted to befiege 
Bergen op Zoom ;, becaufe the Dutch being poflefled of that For- 
trefs hinder his receiving Supplies by Water from Antwerp, 
which would be both a fafer and a fpeedier Paffage than by 
Land, where his Convoys are frequently expofed to Danger, 
and ¢an never pafs but under large Efcorts. In the next 
Place they fay, that his firft Effort fhould have been made 
againft the Lines, that he might bave had an Opportunity of 
invefting the jPlace, which hitherto he has not been able to 
effe&t, and which now, in all Probability, he never will be 
able to effect. The Third is his making too many Attacks 
at once, wiz. on Fort-Rover, on the Redoubt called Kyck en 
de Pot,,and againft the Lunettes of Zealand and Utrecht, which 
expoféd, fatigued, and wafted his Troops more than was ne- 
ceflary. ‘There is no Queftion to be made, that the French 
General ‘may be able to affign various ‘plaufible- Reafcns in 
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jaftification:; of -his, Conduct ;.but in the mean time it is ut of 
Difpute, thatthete.are the real,Caules. of his flow, Progre(s in 
the Siege ; and «it js not, alk improbable, that if he fails in his 
Artempts they will be affigned as, fufficient Motives for his 
Punifhasent, or at leaft his Dyigrace, 

In my own> Opinion, however, he was led into thefe Errors 
from a ‘Notion .that,.upen his,.bombarding and burning. the 
Town, the principal [ahabitents,of .the Place would have 
forced ‘the (Garrifon co furrender,; but this hada. very con- 
trary Effeét.; for the People fecing their Houfes burnt, and the 
Place ‘in ia’ bad-\a Situation’ ,as,it.,,could be, had nothing far- 
ther ‘to. fear ; whereas, -if -hehad {pared ,the ;Town, and had 
proceeded in the ,ufual Manner,..they, might have been kept in 
Sufpenfe, and his Threats,ef bombarding and burning might 
have been.of much more Ufe so,him than thofe Barbaritics, 
which have ferved only to make the People; defpgrate. It is 
however true,’ that iii fome) former Inftances he had found 
this Method effectual, and)there is the lefs Wonder therefore 
that he:trufted fo .much (to,,it, in. ghe prefent Cafe 5 nor is at 
all unlikely, that if he smifcagries, this. part of his Conduct 
may alfo become. an Article ,inshis Accufation ; for nothing but 
Succefs. can juftify fuch . AGtions. ee 

The Fortification of this,,Place .has been, much talked of, 
and 'for.want of having any diftingt Plans of Bergen op Zoom, 
fince it ~was regularly; ftrengthengd by Baron Coehorz, abun- 
dance of abfurdiiand ridiculous “Ihipgs ha¥e jbeen faid about 
it. This Engineer was in, his'Time looked upon as one of 
the greateft.Mafters. of bis, Art,,.and without Doubt he: , was 
fo, but nétincomparable, and without a Competitor, a8 we 
fee him ‘det» forth in,,fomeof gur,Papers ; which I do not 
(mention. ‘as’ any» Derogation.. from,,his. Merit,, which queftion- 
les was very great.; but to jpreyent, your having a falle or ill- 
groundedNotion of it, All, che, great, Engineers, who have 
written ‘wpon. theit Art,:have foxymed, different, Syftems, and 
laid down different ‘Rules. for, the,ConftruGion of the feveral 
Works now in ufe; and laccording to the Method perfued 
in any Fortification, when, it is fpake of by Men.of the ‘Trade, 
it is ftiled the Pelpgon of Cceborn,,Pagan, or Vauban ; which 
means-no more, than that, the Works to which at refers, are 
conftrugted upon :their, refpective.Principles. .. perth. 

This Phrate may, .and very. frequently . is -taken_in.a very 
different \Senfe, and ghat is vehen it implies ng; Ore | na 
fimple Denomination, .as Cecherx’s Baftion, tite O Vork 
fo called: in ‘Honour of him. It was after.the , Misfortunes 
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that Holland fuftained in 1672, that the States General, by the 
Advice, and indeed at the earneft Perfuafion of King /Villiam, 
direCted the Fortification of this Place by that famous Engi- 
neer; who confidering the Strength of its Situation, and its 
many natural Advantages, refolved to make it, as far as in his 
Power lay, impregnable. Togive you fome Idea of thefe na- 
tural Advantages | muft obferve, that the Plice ftands upon a 
Flat, which is not overlooked by any rifing Ground im the 
Neighbourhood ; or in the Phrafe of Engineers, is not com- 
manded by any Eminence, -Great part of the Couhtry round 
it is a MoratS,* and’ confequently inaccefible. There is a 
Canal from the River Schelde, covered by a regular Fort, which 
protects two Havens fo effectually; that the Place can always 
be fupplied and relieved by Sea; and laftly, the Garrifon have 
the Command of Sluices, by which their Ditches can be at any 
time filled with Water. 

The Sitvation and Extent of the Town obliged . Cochorn 
to fortify it irregularly, that is to fay, not in the Form of any 
Amathematical Figure: In order-to this, the Ciretimference is 
protected by ten Baftions, and the Intervals fecured by twenty 
one Ravelins’ or Half: Moons, which are again covered by very 
ftrong Stone Places of Arms, which are ftiled Lunettes ; thele 
‘are. to be’ diftinguifhed ‘from what the Engineer ftiles Half- 
Moons, as being fmaller Fortifications, prefenting each a faillant 
Angle, that is, a fharp Puint towards the Befiegers with two 
broad Faces #°the “Rear of the ‘Work refpeéting and covering 
the Place. “ “Refides all thefe Works and Outworks, that Past 
‘of the Fortification which is: moft expofed, is’ again cdvered 
with a very ftrong Half mooned Redoubt, called Kyé en de Pot, 
which was an old Fortification altered and improved by Caehorn; 
and to all’ this’ there is added three very ftrong Forts that reach 
to the Tnundation on the’ fide ‘of ‘Steenbezgen, So: that if you 
will caft your’ Eye upon any large Map of the Coliatry adja- 
“Cent 6 this Fortrefs, you wiil fe at.one View, that it is as 
effe€tually coveted’ and’ proteéted’ on all fides, as, imithe nature 
“of Thifigs, can be either expected or wifh’d. 
nit ‘But Umuft not forget one Thing, which contributes very 
‘thich towarttls rendering Bergen-op Zoom flronger than almolt 
any other Plate; “except Norden; ‘and it-is this, that the Forti- 
fications inftead of ‘rifing, are-funk beneath the Letrel; fo that 
except palt “OF the Parapet of the Rampart, “there is nothing 

pe? ge Béefiegers'; and, confequently, their~ Batteries 
annot aff &'the'Piace, till fach time as they are able to erect 


*ti#hi“on the "Ring of the Glacis: and this might probably be 
a another 
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another Reafon why, in hopes of faving time, Count Lowen- 
dabl bezan with throwing Bombs and. red hot Bullets into the 
Place ; forefeeing that, in the ordinary way. .of, befieging, this 
would be a Work of Time, more: efpecially.as_ the Communi- 
cation with the Place was till open. both by, Sea and from the 
Lines, 

I hope, from what has been faid, that. you will eafily con- 
ceive the Reafon why, upon approaching the Outworks of the 
Place, Count Lewendahl had recourle to Sapping... The Sap is 
carried on in a ftrait Line, whereas. the Trenches, as every 
body knows, run in Zig-zgas, and are connected by Parallels ; 
but the Sap is direct, pointing from the. Worksof the Befiegers 
towards the faillant Angle of the Fortification to be attacked : 
and the Reafon of this is, that, they may not be raked, or, as 
the French term it, enfiladed by the Fire of the Place. The 
Sap iscommonly as deep, at leaft, asa Manis high, and f@ broad 
to admit of two Men in Front. . When this kind of Work is 
begun, the Battalions that mount the Trench every Day are 
called over, and the Engineer who has. the Dire€tion, informs 
them that he will give fo much a Yard to thofe who work in 
the Sap ; and as there are not many that can work there at a 
time, there are, generally fpeaking, enough to accept the Pro- 
pofal ; though the Price is not very high, it may be a Crown, 
or more, according to the Danger to which they are expofed. 

The Sappers are covered with Fafcines, upon which they 
throw Ea;th and raw Hides ; and they have either Sacks of 
Woohor Mantlets before them, They advance alfo on the fide 
of the Sap, Manulets or Sacks of Wool or of Earth; behind 
which are polted ten or twelve Grenadiers, with large and long 
Guns to fupport the Sappers, and to. fire upon the Enemy as - 
they appear ia the covered Way. In refpect to the Bufincls 
of Mining and Countermining, it would take up too much room 
for me to enter into it here, and therefore I. will refer you to 
the Hiltory of the Siege of Turin, where you will find it largely 
and fully explained in all its feveral Branches. 

When the Befiegers are advanced pretty necr the Works 
they intend to attack, they make, ufe of Bombs, as well to 
demolifh them, as to incommode thof who are pofied in the 
Works for their Defence; but as they draw nearer they com- 
monly change their Bombs for large Granades, which are alfo 
thrown out of Mortars. The principal Skill of the Engineer 
confifts in caufing {mall Bombs or large ,Granades to burft 
ave. or fix Foot from the Ground, becaufe.ic is known from 

Lila Experience 
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Experience that, by this Management, they-dothe mof Mit 
chief, The Method made afé of: for. this Purpofe is;: to fufter 
the Fuzee'to confume a certain time in the Mortar before the 
Bomb or Granade is thrown’: but; ia Thing: of this Nature, 
there is a Knack which muft beacquired by. Practice, and 
which it is difficult, if not impoffible, to teach, The Pierrier 
which is made ufe of in throwimgz of Stones, refembles a Mor- 
tar in its Figure, but it iss generally fpeaking, larger:and more 
capacious, but however, it does not-carry fo far. 

The great Ufe of themr'is, to: diftrefs the Befiegers when 
they are Working in removing Rubbifh, repairing Breaches, or 
raifing Retrenchments behind’ them; in all which Cafes they 
do prodigious Execution, becaufe there is no. getting out of 
their reach, fince they are not feen in their Paflage, as a 
Bomb is. When the Befiezers are apprized, either -by De- 
ferters or Spies, that the Enemy make ule of ‘Planks or Gal- 
Jeries to cover themfelves from the Stones, they have. recourl 
to Bombs, which, by their Weight, demolifh thafe Coverings ; 
and as foon as they conceive that they have had their Effect, 
they begin to throw Stones again; and fometimes they throw 
alternately Bombs and Stones ali Night long. . Wken by thefe 
Methods, as well as by the Batteries ere&ted.on. the Ruins of 
the Glacis, or of any_of the Outworks that are taken, they 
have made a Breach that is’ pra€ticable; that is, which the 
Soldiers can mount, an Attack is made under the Cover of all 
the Fire that the Befiegers can make on. that fide;..and. when 
this is done with Succefs, they fix them‘elves upon fome new 
Poft, which is ftiled making a Ledgment 5 from which. if they 
are not removed by an Attack from the Befieged,. or obliged to 
defert it by fpringing of Mines, they next ercét Batteries there, 
and proceed as before. 

The Succes of this Siege is ftill in the Womb of Time ; 
but we have already feen enough of it to know, that the Al- 
teration which has happened in the Dutch Government, jis e- 
qually favourable to the common Caufe of the Allies, and to 
their particular Prefervation. We faw no Defence like this of 
Lergen op Loom, before they made Choice of a Stadtholder. 
And old General Cronffrom, who has done his Duty fo . wel: 
there, will appear fram thence with greater Dignity when he 
returns tothe Hague, m order to pretide in the new Council 
of War. By the Defence that has been already made, we have 
an Opportunity of learning from Experience fome, confidera- 
ble Maxims in the Art of War, which indeed may be found 
long ago laid down by the great Mafters of the Science, from 
their 
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their own Sagacity andiperfect Acquaintance with the Science; 
but are now fo fully verified that, in all haman Probability, 
there would fcaree be fonnd in this Age, another General in- 
tepid or rafh enough, to fancy either his Conduct or. his For- 
tune may enable him to difpenfe with them, 

In the firft place it clearly proves that there. cannot be any 
thing more abfurd or dangerous, than to befiege ai Town 
which ifis.impoffible to inveft ; there may indeed be fome few 
Inftances in which a Meafure of this Sort may .have been at- 
tended with Succefs, either from the Terror of the Inhabitanis, 
or from the Treachery of the Governor ; but, generally {peak- 
ing, Attempts of this Kind prove the Ruin of the Army that 
make them, and as often deftroy totally the Reputation of fuch 
Generals, as aim at diftinguifhing themfelves by fuch roman- 
tick Undertakings. Jn the prefent Cafe we are told, that 
Count Lowendabl has loft fixteen thoufand Men in fix Weeks. 
] will not be an(werable for the Truth of this Faét; but from 
the French Journal of the Siege, which I have fen, it appears 
to have been very bloody: and fuch as are well acquainted with 
military Affairs know, that where the Lofs of the Beliegers is 
very great, Methods are ufed to hide it, in the daily Returns 
made by the Officers who command in the Trenches, 

However, the many Reinforcements he has received, the vaft 


Supplies that have been fent him of Ammunition and military 
Stores, the many Attacks that have been made, and the Num- 
ber of Mines that have been fprung, fufficiently prove that this 
Siege muft have coft a multitude of Lives, and confequently 
have weakened ‘the befieging Army greatly. Befides, it is 
owned that the Lofs of the aes amounts to four thoufand 


Men ; and from thence it fhould feem that, tho’ the former 
Computation is very large, yet, if Deferters be taken in, I 
cannot think that, according to the Rules of Proportion, it 
ought to be efteemed exceflive. But from hence there is one 
thing clear, that the Length of the Siege, and the great Lots 
of the French, is owing to the Caufe before affigned, viz, at- 
tacking a Place that could not be invefted ; for it is moft evi- 
dent that, if the Garrifon had not been fupported from the 
Lines, the Place muft have been,Jong ayo taken, notwithftand- 
ing its great Strength, and the Advantages that have been be- 
fore fet forth as derived from the extraordinary manner of its 
Fortification. 

Another Thing that appears from this Siege is, that a mode- 
rate Barrier of Towns well fortified, and fuftained by a good 
Army in the Field, acting wholly upon the Defenfive, A “fut 
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ficient to fecure a Country fora long Time, againft all the Et. 
forts even of a fuperior Enemy 3; for, without’ doubt, feveral 
fuch Sieges as this of Bergen op Zoom, would confume fuch a 
Number of ‘Troops, as would reduce the Forces that France is 
able to employ on this Side, in the {pace of a Campaign or 
two, in fuch a manner as would make them fincerely repent 
their Endeavours to diftrefs their Neighbours into’ a State of 
Dependence ; and would afford the F riends to the Liberties of 
Europe, the comfortable Affurance that, by a timely and pro- 
portionable Support, thofe who thus gallantly defend themfelves, 
may be faved and protetted. 

To conclude this long Letter, and to give you my Thoughts 
freely of the IMlue of this Bufine&, it feems evident to me that, 
if the French perfitt obftinately in carrying on the Siege after 
the manner they have hitherto done, they will run a great ha- 
zard of being obliged to raife it; either from their being at- 
tacked in their Lines by the Army of Obfervation, which is al- 
ready become very confiderable, and which is daily augmented 
by {mall Bodies from different Places ; or from the Decay of 
their own Army, which by Sicknefs "and Fatigue, as well as 
by the Numbers they have loft, and muftcontinue Jofing, wil! 
be diminifhed to fuch a Degree as, all Circumftances confi- 
dered, will render it impraéticable for them to carry their Point 
by this Method. But, if becoming defperate, they fhould change 
the Pian of their Operations, that is, fhould fulpzid the Pro. 
fecuion of the Siege, and attack the ‘Troops in the Lines, the 
Fate of Bergen op Zoom will then depend upon the Event of the: 
Aion ; ‘which may, perhaps, be known by that time, o: 
very foon after this Letter fhall reach your Hands. 


I am, 
with great Affection 


and Refpef, &e. 
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The CHILD. BIRT H. 
In the Meher éf: Mr. GA Yr. 


HE doleful Dumps F fiag, and tearful Woes, 
Of Marian teeming with unlawful T hross : 

The theeneft Lafs in Bert/bire was the known, 
Of all‘that-Butter fell.to :Réading Town. : 
Not the’ fev’n Sifters cou’d o’er’her prevail, 
The golden’ Farmer’s Daughters. of the Vale, 
Tho’ every Oxford Mufe their Charms has fung, 
And graveft- Doétors + join*d the tuneful Throng. 


Ye Peers! who, carelefs of Ambition, chufe 
To court the Labours of the Paft’sal Mule; 
And all’ ye wond’rous Bards, who try the Lay, 
Where black Cam rolls, or Js’ Eddies play, 
Afiift the Labours of an humble Swain, 

Rude 'to'the Pipe, and Novice:on the Plain, 


Nine Months fucceflive now had rolled round * 
Since Marian firft the pleafing Mifchief found; 
In vain her’Hands had cull’d th’ abortive Weed, 
Nor aught avail'd the "Pothecary’s Aid : 

Her Womb began with fatal Size to fwell, 

And fick’ning Qualms the blufbful Secret tell : 

Then all in fad Defpair fhe made her Moan, 

Lodona’s Waters eccho’d Groah for Groan. 

© Ah! faithlefs Colin Clout ! ah! lucklefs I! 

* And can’ft thou, cruel! from thy Marian fly ? 

* How often haft thou fuck’d my panting Breath ? 

© How often fwore to love me true till Death? - 

* But 

+ The Rev. Dr. Wilks wrote a Pocm upon them. 
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* But to the Juftice I'll reveal my Plight, 
* And withra Conftable purfue thy Flight. - 
« —Ah! how unequal, as our Parfon preaches, 
© Are this World's Goods ?:and fare he rightly teaches; 
¢ For what to Maidens brings eternal Stain, : 
* (Sad Management !), gives Honour tothe Swain, 
© *T was oni the blitheft,Morn of all the Year, 
¢ When new-born Ay ‘bids ev’ry Shepherd ‘chear ; 
© When artful Maids..thtir rival Fancies fhow, 
© And well-wrought Garlands -bloom on. every Bough; 
* Whern-gaudy Fairs befpangie ‘ev’ry Street, 
* And lowing Cows) the movel Pafture greet 5. 
© Frefh rofe 1, : Aeris hight, from ruftic Bed, 
¢ The Morning Dream ftill hov’ring o’er my Head # 
© Gay Shews and’ Sweethearts -had employ’d.my Thought, 
© The Kis imprinted, and the. Fairing; bought ! 
© From ‘Lavender. I-drew the tucker’d Smock, 
* And. Hofen boaftful\ofa various Clock ; 
© The filver’d' Knot’ well-{collop’d.on imy ., Head, 
* And dartn’d the Sundey ‘Gown berob’d: sith Red. 
© Thus all bedight, and ready for the Fair, 
© I fatcdimtpatient, with 2 -wiftful Air, 
* Expecting Calin Clout, my perjur'd Swain, 
* Whialways follow’d Aderian on -the,Plain : 
© With him the Moonelight Walk I us’d to tread, 
© With him] danc’d upon the.,fportive Mead ; 
* That very Monmbhad taught ‘the Snails: to ‘crawl, 
* And: print: my fteriqus,, Letters on: the Wall. 
* At length: he eaine,-and I with joyous Meed. - 
* Mduhtéd behind bim,on the pillion’d Steed : 
© Sweatly I fung,: he whiftled to the Lay, 
“ Sweetly I fang the Songs and fung the Day 
© Whatbeaureous Sconas began, the wneful ‘Tale |! 
* And next [ humm’d-the Stweets of Arne’s Vale ; 
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* Then Molly Mogg, fair Damfel of the Roféy 
‘ And lovely Peggy, Fafte of London Beaux. 
‘ And-now in View gay Reading ftrikes our Eyzs, 
¢ And all the Dainties of the Fair arife ; 
* Here* Bronmgam its boafted Ware difplays, 
* There Leather-Breeches hight, and Bodice-Stays; 
‘ Here »pofied Garters flutter’din the Way, 
* There painted Hobby-Horfes feem to neigh ; 
* Here Belles in Gingerbread all-gilded over, 
© And little gew-gaw HH —ys a&t the Lover. 
Shepherds and Nymphs from every Part repair, 
All who from Qxford Hills direct the Share, 
Who fell the Foreft, or who mow the Mead, 
Or drag in little Boats the finny Breed : 
Her wide-mouth’d Sops low-feated Heu/ey fends, 
And fmoky Ockingham its Tribute lends. 
But far did Marian all the reft outvie, 
No Cheek fo ruddy, nor fo black an Eye 5 
Scarce Dally C—A, the Daughter of the .May’s, 
With all the flaxen Ringlets of her Hair, 
With all the faowy Fulnefs of her Breaft, 
Tn blithfome Features might with me congeft. 
All Youths ambitioufly-around me ftrove, 
Each gave, fome chofen Emblem of his Love ; 
‘One queintly brought the Garters for my Thighs, 
, While fimple Archnefs fparkled in his Eyes. 
But all their Fairings unfuccefsful prove, 
Still truete Colin Clout Theld my Love, 
~-Ab! fy Deceiver! you, inclafp'd my Arm, 
And tem’d.my Saviour, while you meant. my Harm ; 
Far too unequal was the high Reward, 
« My Maidenead anuft.pey shee for.by Guard 5 
* Alrsady waxm'd with Joy, you win my Heart, 
‘ And ftampa listle Colin e’er we part. 


* A Town f mous for working in Steel. 


Vou. HI. Mmm ‘—Ya 
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‘ - Y.tnow, when Nature fills my Womb, to fy— 
* Nor yet one Tear to ifiuefrom thine Eye— 
‘ My fiighted Love to quick Refentment turns, . 
* Lo! my Blood rifes, and my Cheek all burns: 
‘ OI cou’d tear thee as I’d tear this Glove— 
¢ Go, horrid Monfter ! I. defpife thy Love, 
* Thy Oaths I quit, thy Fairings I refign, 
© Forget, renounce thee, hate whate’er was thine. 
¢ * No Chriftian Mother bound thy Infant Head, 
© Some Turk begat thee, or fome Papif bred ; 
* Or dropt on Cambrian Hills a f{quallid Brat, 
* Some She-Goat fuckled thee with favage Teat. 
* + —Go to thy Drab, whoe’er has won thy Heart, 
« And may the Pox devouring make thee fmart ; 
t My vengeful Ghoft fhall haunt thee o’er the Plan, 
Yes, thou fhalt fuffer, Villain, for my Pain. 
—But ah! my Rage relents, my Sorrow flows ; 
Come Colin! faithlefs Shepherd ! eafe my Woes. 
And muft I in the Sheet opprobrious ftand? 
Thy Plight is troth’d, ah! come and give thy Hand: 
My Confcience ftarts, whene’er I hear a Knell, 
And is a little Love deferving Hell? 
Too hard a Penante for a Sin fo flight ! 
Ah! how my Heart mifgives me ev’ry Night? 
Wien Sleep has clos’d my Sorrow-ftreaming Eye:, 
Then ghaftly Dreams, and hateful Thoughts arife: 
¢ * Al 


* Nec tibi Diva parens, generis nec Dardanus autiir 
Perfide, fed duris genuit te cautibus horrens 
Caucafus, Hyrcaneque admorunt ubera Tigres. 

fin. 4. 365 


+ I, fequere Italiam ventis, &c. 

Spero equidem-mediis, fiquid pia numina, &c. 

t Omnibus umbra locis adero, dabis improbe paenas. 
En. 4. 
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¢ * All unaccompany’d methinks I go 
© O'er Irifh Bogs, a Wilernefs of Woe! 
© Abt: my Wits turn ! ftrange Phantoms round me fly ! 
* Lo! I am chang’d into & Goosb’ry-P} ¢! 
© Forbear to eat me up, inhuman Rabble ! 


© Cocks crow, Ducks quake, Hens cackie, Turkies gabb'e, 


Thus as fhe rav’d, her Womb with rueful Throws 
Did to the Light a lufty Babe difclofe : 
Long while fhe doubted of the fmirking Boy, 
Or on her Knee to dandle, or deftroy ; 
Love prompted her to fave, and Pride to drown, 
At length Pride conquer’d, and fhe dropt her Son, 


* — Semperque relingui 

Sola fibi, femper longum incomitata videtur 

Ire uiam, &F Tyrios defert2 querere terra. 
Eumenidum veluti demens videt agmina Pentheus, &e. 


Copy of a Paper found in the Road of Twickenham, 


fuppofed to be a Bill blown off the Door of a 
Houfe, 


O Vernon once,, and once to Popr, Folks fay 
T have belong’d ; to Stannope for the Day 
* They give me now. But honeft Reader know, 
Thefe are Miftakes fell out I can’t tell how, 
Truth would you learn? then mark what I advance, 
Time has the Title, and his Steward is CHANCE. 
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An Epiftle from. @ Pariss CLERK jz Dorferhhire,. to 
an abfent Vicar. 


ASTER, an’t pleaze you, I do zend 
Thefe Letter to you as 2 Friend, 

Hoping you'll pardon the Inditing; 

Becaz I am not us’d to Writing ; 

And that you ‘will not take unkind, 

A Word or z0, froth poor George Hind. 

For I am always in the Way, 

And needs miuft hear what Peopte zay. 


Firft of the Houfe they maké a Joke, 
And zay the Chimnies never fatoak. 
Now the Occafion of thele Jefts, 
As I dothink, were Swallows Neits 
That chanc’d the other Day to val 
Thtothe Parlour, Zut and ‘all. 
Befide, the People not a few 
Begin to murmur much at you, 
For leaving of them in the Lurch, 
And letting Strainigers 2erve ttie Church, 
Who are in haffe t go agen, 
Zo we ha’nt zing the Lord knows when. 
And for thtit Preachitig, I dé know 
As well as nidft, “tis But 26 zo. 
Zure if the Call you had ‘were right, 
You ne’er could thus your Neighbours flight. 
But I do fear you’ve zet your Aim on 
Nought in the World but vilthy Mammon, 

Then 
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Thien People, wien the Church is o’er, 
Do go a ftragling o’er'the Moor ; 


* A Zundays thete is fach ‘a Hooting, 


And the yung Sqfires do go a Zhooting ; 
Tho’ I had never learnt a Letter, 

I think that‘I cou’d tell “em better. 

But it don’t matter what I'talk 

To them, or any other Volk; . 

Of all zay they take no heed, 

Meafter, *twoud grieve you if you zecd — 
The Boys are come to ziich a Pals, 
They’ ve broken ev'ry Pane of Gla : 

If you do go the Orchard round, 

There’s not a Quodling to be found. 

I think there’s fcarce a Zoul that’s living 
Minds the Consmandntent apainft Fhieving. 
Bofore they're tipe, the Wallaut- Tree 
Has not a Wallnut, you caf zee. ° 

Now thefe the Boys cou’d never get, 
Becaufe they have no Kerriels yet. 

Zome zay, that in a certain Place 
They’ve pickled ’eth to put in Zaute ; 
I’m zure to zave em I was willing, 
Zome Years they’ve yielded vorty Shilling. 


I’m zorry I’m to write a Letter 
Zo full of News that is no better; 
But ’twou’d difpleafe: you to conceal! 
Whatever happens, good or ill: 
Zo I will tell you orie thing more, 
Which, when I zeed, did grieve.the zore. 
The Pars’nage Houfe, that look’d f tight, 
Upon the Roof is naked quite; 


The 
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* The Wind has ftript the Thatch away, 
Zo it rains in both Night and Day. 
Thefe Things unto my Mind did bring 
The Zong of Deb’rah which we zing. 
Againft a Man, as we read there, 

The Stars did in their Courfes war; 

But God forbid, that fuch Difafter 
Should e’er befall my Rey’rend Mafter. 
So hoping that I han’t been. rude 

I think ’tis Time for to conclude ; 
Defiring you will ftill be kind. 

To Morden-Clerk, your Friend, George Hind. 





P. S. 


This at the Ale-houfe in our Town, 
On Zunday Night I did write down. 
And Mrs. Mortimer do join 
Her humble Zervice, -Zirs with mine ; 
Withing, if it fo pleafe the Lord, 

That you to us may be reftor’d. 
I for my part wou’d-quit the Place 
To have you come again in Peace, 
And if the Bufhop wou’d confent, 
When I from Morden-Clerkthip went, 
At Maddington to make me Curate, 
I'd do the Duty juft at your Rate ; 
Nor ask you more than half the Price 
That wou’d another Man fuffice. 
Bezide that, I could teach the Ringers, 
’ And be a Mafter for the Zingers, 
So you'll confider my Requeft, 
And God dire& you vor the beft. 
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‘The KISS, 


HILE’ with Lips half-clos’d I ftrove 
To kifs the Obje&t of my Love, 
And from the open’Paflage drew 
Breath as {weet ‘as Hybla’s Dew ; 
My Soul with frantic Rapture ftung, 
Leap’d to my Mouth, there flutt’ring hung : 
Thence took its Flight, and made'a Venture 
In at my Chice’s Lips to enter: 
But not content alone to skim 
The honey’d Moifture of the Brim, 
Eager its Way it downward prefs’d, 
To pafs from mine to her fweet Breaft, 
A Minute longer had we ftay’d, 
And thus in wanton Dalliance play’d, 
My Soul enflam’d with am’rous Rage 
Had flown away, and left its Cage. 
Then moft prodigious had it been, 
A Thing before nor heard nor feen, 
That I quite dead in ev’ry Part, 
Should only live in Chlo’s Heaat. 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


Les Prejugés du Public, avec des Obfervations, ‘par M. 
Denefle. 4 Paris, cbes Pierre Franc. Giffart, Libraire, 
rue S. Facques, & Spink Therefes 1747. 


That .is, 


The Prepoffefpons.af the Publick, together with Qbferva- 
tions upou, them, ty M. Denefle, Je tawe Volumes ; the 


Firft containing 412, the Secand 46% Pogesy including 
_ Indexes, Approbations, &c. 


HE Defign of this Author is to expofe Prejudices ai.’ 
a Prepofleffions -of eyery kind, and among ‘all forts of 
People. He lays at, devia as.the Koundation of his Work, 
that Men of Letters complain of the Publick, and thet in 
their Turn alfo the Publick complain of Men of Letters; 
what he aims at ¢herefgre is to thew that neither Side is abio- 
lutely in the Right-pr in'the Wrong, and that fometimes 
the Publick complain Mithwut Reafop, and fametimes alio 
People who write ‘make grigvops Complaints of the Publick 
without any juft Caufe, in the Courfe of this Work; he tells 
us, that he has taken fome extraordinary° Liberties, that he 
has exprefied his Sentinpgmts very, frecly upon delicate. Subjects, 
and that he has even veptyred to draw Characters that 
may offend thofe whom they fit ;° but he declares ‘this is not 
at all his Fault, it being hisconftant Maxim, Parcere perfonis, 
dicere de vitiis ; to {pare Perfons, but never to fpare Faults. 
This Work, which has certainly a great deal of Merit, is 
in Fa&, a Collection of Effays tending to illuftrate the Points 
beforementioned. Of thefe the firft Volume contains twenty- 
eight Difcourfes, and there are in the whole fifty-four, In order 
to the forming fome Judgment of this Performance, we will 
rye ghey English Reader the Titles of fome of the firft Effays. 
» That the Confidence of the Wiss of Antiquity was found- 
ed in the Prepofleffions of the Publick in their Favour ; and that 
the Publick has been immortal with Refpe€ttothem. II. That 
we. really ftand indebted to the Ancients for all that we 
have; the’Folly of the contrary Syftem and the Utility of this. 
tai iil. 
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If]. That the Ancients are, ahd will be always our Superiors; 
how and why. IV. Whether Tafte be arbitrary, and whe- 
ther an Author is bound to.comply with , that;of the Age in 
which ‘hé hives; VJ That’though the Tafté of the prefént 
Age is deciltve ‘in favour of the Ancients; yet in many Re- 
fpe&ts it -will not allow us-te imitatethem; as for Inftante in 
the Liceritioufnels of theiramerous Poets, which thews. that 
we have a‘Complaifance for them that perhaps exceeds itsdue 
Bounds, &c. , 

As ‘from thefe Titles we may form fome ‘Notion of the 
Nature and Delign of this Gentlemari’s Work, fo to give 
the Reader an Idea of the Manner in which he has executed 
it, and at the fame time of the -prefent fathionablc Way of 
writing in France, 1 know not'either a better or a fhorter 
Way than to ‘produce one of his Effays as a Specimen, by 
which we may judge of the reft; and this fhall'be the eighth, 
in which he unucrtakes to prove, that there is-a-certain ‘Mode 
of Thinking andWriting peculiar to every Age, as well -as to 
every Nation, 

* It is not only in Ornaments, in Drefs, in‘Civilities, inthe 
* manner of ‘Converfation, and-in Complements, that Fafhion 
* exercifes a kind of Tyrennp in France, ‘but-even in refpect 
* tothe Belles Letters, every Branch of which is-no lef ex~ 
“-pofed thereto than all other Things. ‘We havea certain Mode 
“ in our Thoughts and in our Expreffions ; and there is fomething 
fo patticular in this-that when our’Neighbours vary from it, 
‘they appear tous ridiculous, whieh is the Reafon, that what is 
‘-very fine in Engii/h, appears fometimes impertinent when tran- 
“‘flated into French. Hence alfo it comes to pafs, that we are fre- 
“ quently aftonifhed to find nothing interefting in the Works 
‘ of an Author, which however have a high Reputation in 
* the Country where they were written, 

‘ This feems to me to prove that, with regard to witty Per- 
 formances, they are like certain Fruits, which have not their 
“true Tafle, except in thofe Countries where they naturally 
“ grow, and which ujon being tranfplanted lofe -much of théit 
‘Excellence. It is for this Reafon that the Tranflators of 
“ Foreign Authors, genera!ly {peaking,beg.ntheir-Prefaces with 
* acquainting the Reader, that for Want-ef uriderftanding the 
* Original he will not be able-to enter into“ half the Spirit of 
‘ the Thoughts or of the Expréfiions, ‘Butido-thefe Gentlemen 
“ ever confider, ‘that if we were as learned-as- they, -we‘fhould 
‘have no fort of ‘Need of their ‘Affiftance ; and that it is 
‘our Ignorance they owe their -fhining Title of Authors, 
Vor. UI. “Naa which 
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which they fo readily affume, tho’ with fome Appearance of 
Modefty? 

* Of all kind of Writings however, Fafhion feems to have 
exercifed its Dominion in its fulleft Extent over Poetry,, We 
have at this Day no fuch Thing as Rondeaux or Ballads, os 
(Heaven be praifed) even Sonnets, The Virlaye, the Sprig 
fo called, becauie the fhort Verfes and the long bore fome 
Refemblance to a Branch, the Triolet, the Vilanelle,: the 
Chant- Royal, which with great Beauties, had great Difficul- 
ties ; the Jmperial Crown, the Kirielle, and the Eccho, were 
ali admis’d heretofore, At this Day we laugh at them all, 
confider. them as the old-fafhioned Habits of thofe Times, 
fit only for Mafquerades in ours, tho’ the Finery of our 
Fore- fathers, When a filly Rhymer has exhaufted his 
whole Stock of Patience in forming one of thefe Trifles, we 
look upon him, and he looks upon himfelf, as a very extra- 
ordinary. Perfon ; but he is fuch an extraordinary Perfon, as 
a Man would appear to be who ventured now-a-days to walk 
the Streets in a flafh’d Doublet, with a Ruff about his Neck, 
and Trunk Breeches, 

* There was atime when the Publick was regaled with 
whole Volumes of Sonnets and Ballads, and then they would 
vouchfafe to read the whole Work, whereas now it would be 
a very difficult thing to get any Body to run over the Title- 
Page, The ingenious Mr, Benferade, with infinite as_ well 
as ufelefs Labours, turn’d all the Metamorphofes of Ovid in- 
to Rondegux ; and.a great Pity it is that fome other indefati- 
gable Fool had not fhow’d his Parts, in turning the Com- 
mentaries of Cazfar into Trislettes. What ridiculous and 
childifh Manner of Writing, what Gothick Stupidity, to fancy 
any Force could be added to a Thought, or Beauty to its 


« Appearance, by putting it into Couplets, Triplets, Quadrant, 
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os anyother whimfical kind of Stanza, while this fame 
Thought fo overrun with Ornament, had perhaps rather 
Obfcurity than Dignity in Profe! ‘To fancy that fuch.a 
Mechanifm could add to the Elegance or Neatnefs of. the 
Difcourfe, and to believe that to walk fafely, eafily, and 
with a good Air, we ought to move about in Paitens or in 
Stilts, are Blunders of the fame Species ! 
¢ How thankful ought we to be to that good Senfe, which 
has at laft, and with much ado, banifhed for ever from a- 
mongft us thefe miferable Remains of Barbarifm, We. are 
digufted with the Marotick Style, from its having been, made 
afe of to render ba‘e and obfcene Thoughts toc common. Ie 
, is 
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* is certainly much harder to write than moft People’ think; 
* iff written it is the pooreft Stuff in' the World, and-after all, 
*‘there ‘ate few’ that can tafte the'fiippofed Delicacy of ‘this‘fort 
“of Satire. However it be, ‘we'fee-very little“of it tow; and 
* though fome People ftill pretend to find matehlefs Wir, Hu- 
*mour and Ridicule, in Works of‘that Sort,‘ that fell’ from 
‘ the Peris of our old Poets, ‘it is'néw out of Date, ahd mioft 
‘ People are wife enough to fee the Abfurdity of reviving what 
‘ was Wit in the Days of Francis I, ‘under the Reign of Letuss 
‘XV. The Acrofticks and double Acrofticks are’ ‘barbarous 
‘ Terms no longer underftood; ‘and the Bont- Rimes, the 
* Anagrams and Logogriphes, are now’ entirely left to Coun- 
* try Wits, and to the wou’d-be Wits of the City. 
‘Te is not but that we are fenfible enough, that Rhyme be- 
* ftows on French Poetry both proper and effeittial’Graces, yet 
* at the fame time we are not infenfible, that it brings with it 
© infeparable Inconveniencies. Of thele the mioft’confiderab!e 
‘is the feminine Rhyme, from the perpetual ‘Uniformity of 
‘ its Termination. There is nothing fo fatigding’in a Poem 
‘as the Mute (e), which returns without ‘end, and ‘at the 
€ Clofe of every Period. ‘Tn Verfes -fet to Mufitk, this is’ {till 
* more difagreeable. The feminine Adjective, which ends in 
* two or perhaps’ in three e’s, is, if I may fo fay it, doubly and 
* trebly ridiculous. If thefe Terminations ‘aré abfolutely fo in- 
© fipportable in Verfe, muft they not be alfo Kateful in’ Profe ? 
« Foreignets perceive this better than we who are accuftom- 
© ed to'it.”’ They cannot comprehend for what Reafon' we ad- 
“mit .as nécéffiry, Letters which we never pronounce, and 
‘ which for’ thar very reafon become not only wfélefs, but 
* troublefome ; this is one of the Whimfies with’ which they 
* reproach us, amongft many othets that are ftill “more confi- 
* derable.' The mafculine Rhyme, on the contrary, vafies 
© Sounds at Pleafure, and thefe are'always round and‘full. Tt 
* ought therefore to. be made a Rule, that in Verfes fet td 
*Mufick, only thefe kind of Rhymes fhould ‘be tifed} there 
* requires nothing but Ears and’a very little Tafte’ to’ be con- 
* vinced of this, 
* Might we not at this Rate furnifh folid ard fufficient Rea- 
“fons for excluding all but mafculine Verfes? It is vifible, 
* that our Poetry would be the better for it ;° but let us alfo fee 
* how far it might be the worfe. If we are not to perceive the 
* Mute (2), it is abfolutely ufelefs, and the: Verfe becomes 
* mafculine: But if we are to perceive it, this brings great 
* Difficulties both on the Speaker and Hearer, We muft 
Non 2 however 
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however obferye, that the. retrenching fuperfluous and.trouble- 
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fome Letters inoue Orthogsaphy, is a Thing abfolutely im- 
poffible ; for Habit hath render’d them natural to us and itis 
Foreigners only that fuffér by.them. Befides we cannot hope 
from. the Complaifance either.af the Germaus or the Englifi, 
that they will throw outtheir hifling or their guttural Let. 
tersy to sender the Pronunciation of their Languages more 
eafy to us; and therefore there is nothing of ill Manners in 
letting, them continue to feel all the Difficulties of ours. And 
tho? it was true, that we fhould gain fomething by this, yer the 
Lofs would certainly exceed that Gain ; and therefore this 
Projeét, like many others, ought to be confider’d as only 
pleafing in Speculation, ; 
¢ How reafonable and ufeful foever new Laws may be, there 
is always’a: great deal of Danger in eftablifhing them. How 
fenfelels foever tome Cuftoms are, yet it is not poffable to de- 
ftroy them) without Risk. Whenever the contrary of this 
happens, it js either.from a lucky Chance, or, from a ver 

rare and. profound Wildom, and between thefe it is not al- 
ways ealy to,diltinguifh.. The Buik of Mankind govern 
theméelves, generally. Speaking, nat fo much by Judgment or 
Reflection.as by Habit;.and the beft Reafon they can give 
for doing. Ehings: is, becayfe they have been wont to do 
them,..Bat,among{t other Reafons. that would attend the Res 
formation.of our Orthography, this would be.one, and that 
na:fmalt one,..viz, that it would produce the Ruin and total 
Exyinétion:of the beft Works. that have beem produced ia 
Franca,forayg bundred and fifty Years, whichin lefs than 
the Spage of an Age would become abfolutely unintelligible, 
except to fuch,as made them, their particular Study, and fo 
hegome.as much Strangers in their own as. in any other 
Country, while a Groupe of Grammarians haughtily eftablifh 
their ‘own. Neputations upon their Ruin, _ It is indeed certain: 
ly truey that fooner or later this will happen of Courfe, and 
as it’ were inzperceptibly; but we ought. to, Jeave Nature 
to take herown Method in juch Cafes, and not to haften ber 
Operations. 

¢; Thofe little Alterations that. are every Day making in our 
Orthography,,.Stile and. Language, confirm what I have 
hererofoge advanced, as,.to the Advantages. that the Greeés 
ahd Reman; will always have over us, even in our owd 
Countries.) After feveral thoufand Years Virgi? will be Rill 
waderftogd sand. yet jn the Space of four emits. - 

; or 














| ypened nearly the toe fame Revolutions. 
and Enigma’s have 
the Burke(que Poetry, regular and irregular Stanzas, have been 
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* Works of Carneille will become unintelligible ; at. leafty if 
¢ beiore that. Time our Tongue and our Orthography > ase, not 
* fixed; which is.a Benefit rather to’ be withed tor. tian: ex- 
* pected. There are many who think that Rhime, at: leaf, 
* ought to give Place in Comedy, fince it may be: fo. well dif- 
‘ penfed with, and allaw Profe to come in its ftead, or rather 
* to refume the Place where it fhaod before, ‘That. Heroes, 
‘ Kings, Minifters, and Grandees, fhauld {peak Verie in, Fra- 
‘.gedy, does not feem very unneceflary, the Majefty of their 
* Charaéters, and the Dignity of the Subjeét, feeming equally 
‘ to demand it. But what Neceflity is therein Comedy that 
* a Shopkeeper, a Peafant, a Footman, a Servant Maid, or 3 
§ Mechanick, fhould fcrupuloufly obferve Meafure and Rhime ? 
* At the very firft Sight there is famething in this moft fhock- 
‘ingly ridiculous, 

‘ The Verfe itfelf too is fo very ufelefs, that. we don’t heed 
‘ whether we difcover it or notin the Pronunciation of the 
$ Adtor, why not fparethe Lahous of making it to the Poet? 
* The Playes would then indeed learn his Part with more Dif- 
$ ficulty ; thatis a Trifle. The Author would ao longer fa- 
$.tigue biméelf jn, hunting of Rhimeat the bazard of lofing or 
* fpoiling his Thought, and that is a;great deal. But Plautus 
* and Terence have, neverthelefs, wrote their Plays -in Verie. 
© True, but in. what Verfe ? in one that differs from Profe in a 
‘ certain kind of Meafure, which does not ftrike us much, or, 
* to fay the Truth, which we can hardly perceive. It appears 
* from hence, that they knew much better than we what re- 
* ally belongs to Comedy ; and had no Notion of having it {aid 
* of their Pieces that, though they wanted Intrigue, Butinefs, 
* Charaéter, Sentiments, yet at leaft the Vertification was 
* admirable,’ 
»| As this Effay, which is literally and exactly tranflated, frem 
the Original, anfwers the End of 2 Specimen of our Ax:thor’s 
Writing, {0 it gives us at the fame time @-curious and concife 
PiGture of the ancient and modern State of French Poetry ; and 
affords us alfo fome very juft and ufeful Reflections upon the 
Difficulties that attend the correSting the common Orthogta- 
phy in any living Language. We may alfo obferve that) with 
a.very few, and thofe too very trivial Alterations, this Dit- 
courfe of our Author’s might be made to fuit the Hiftory and 
prefent State of our Engh/fh Poetry, in which there jas hap- 
Anagrama, Acroflicks 
ad their Reign here as well-as in Fance ; 
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in Fafhion here as well as there, and are now out of Date’ 
In one thing indeed we differ entirely from the French, for we 
Never wrote Comedies in Verfe; and thé Tragedies we have’ of 
that Kind were in Imitation of theirs. The Mode was hattily 
taken up,'but notwithftanding Dryden, Lee, and the famous 
Earl of Orrery endeavoured to recommend this foreign Dref; 
by appearing in it, yet it did not long prevail: 
“The’other Kffays of our Author are equally curious and-en- 
tertaining ; and fome of them are particulafly’ worth reading, 
efpecially the XXXIII, in which he enquires; whether the 
tender whining Romances are not as dangerous for young Péo- 
ple 'to read, as Books: of'Obfcenity.' In the XLV. he exa- 
mines, whether it isany Advantage for'a Wit to be in good 
Cireumftances, ‘and whether the Succefs of his Writings ought 
to depend upon that of his Fortune: And in the-LIII. he dit 
cufles this Queftion, Whether the Arts and Scietices ought to 
be interdi€ted’ to‘all Women ; and why, generally fpeakinig, 
moft Wonien are rather contemn<d:than efteemed, that turn 
their Thoughts towards'them, Yet, after all, like our Tat: 
lets and Spedfators, thefe Effays are fo much’ calculated for the 
Meridian ‘under which they ‘were written, that 'I very mucli 
doubt whether a Tranflation of the whole would ‘be ‘agreeable 
to the Generality of Englifé Readers, though they cannot fail 
pleafing fuch as are able to perufe the Originals; 
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AA fuctintt Account of the Swifs Cantons; their 
Allies and Subjects. 


HERE are very few Nations that are lefs, and yet hardly 

any deferves to be better known than the Swifs, They 
are placed in a Country which, though furrounded with Rocks 
and’ in a manner inaccefiible, yet is very confiderable and of 
great Confequence from its Situation, as will very fully appear - 
from as fuccinét a Defcription of it as can be given. 

Their Dominions are bounded on the North by part of Al- 
face, the Black Forefl, and the Circle of Suabia ; on the Fat. 
by the Country of Tyro/; on the South by the Dutchies 
of Savy and Milan, by the Territories of Bagamo and 
Brefcia ; 
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Brefcia ; and on the Weft by the Franche Compte, or, as it is 
commonly ftiled, the County of Burgundy, fate 
It appears from hence that they have for Neizhbours thé 'Sub- 


jetts of the Houfe of Auftria, thofe of the Crown of ‘France, 


the King of Sardinia, and vhe State of Venice. ‘We! need ho 
other Account to give us very high Notions of the Force’ aad 
Bravery of this Nation, than the bare Obfervation, that they 
have not only preferved their Freedom in fpite of, but have 
been alfo always formidable to the moft potent of their Neigh- 
bours: Yet their Country is very far from being large ; jn 
Length fomewhat lefs than three hundred, and in Breadth very 
little more than a hundred Miles, 

Before we proceed farther, it will be requifite to, give fome 
Account of the Diftribution of thefe People. »The Inhabitants 
of Switzerland then, may be divided into three Parts : Firft, 
the Swi/s propérly fo called, or the thirteen Cantons; which 
ftand in the following Order. 1. Zurich. 2. Bern. 3. Lucern, 
4. Wie. 5. Switz, 6. Underwald, 7. Zug. 8. Glaris.:9. Bazil 
or Bafle. 10. Priburg. 11. Soluthurn, 12. Scaffhaufin ; and 13. 
Appenzel. Of which the Proteftant Cantons are, Zurich, Bern 
Bazil; and Schaffhaufen, with above two thirds of the Canton 
of Glaris, and more than half of Appenzel; the reft are ‘all 
Roman Catholicks. - 

Secondly, the Subjeéts of the Switzers, which’ are either 
fuch Towns and Bailliages as belong to them all, or to feveral 
incommon, or that depend upon feparate Cantons. Of the for- 
mer they reckon nine; viz. the County of Baden, the Free 
Villages, the Counties of Turgovy, Sargantz, and Rhintal, and 
the four /talian Bailliages of Lugano, Locarno, Mendrifco, and 
Valmadia ; to which we mutt add the three Cities without.T er- 
titory, viz. Boemgarten, Mellingen, and Rapperfwail. “The 
four Bail.iazes of Lugano, Locarno, Mendrifeo, and Valmodia, 
were difmembered from the Dutchy of Milan, and belong ta 
all the Cantons except Appenzel, which at that Time was ‘not 
admitted into the Alliance. ‘Three other Bailliages in Stal, 
viz. Bellinzona, Valbrima, and Riviera, were conquered by the 
Cantons of Zurich, Switz, and Underwalde from the Dukes of 
Milan. The little Territory of Aifax, and the County of 
Werdenberg, both feated on the Rhine, belong, the former to 
the Canton of Zurich, and the latter to that of Glaris, ‘The 
Bailliage of Gafleren telongs to the Cantons of Switz and Glaris 5 
and the Cantons of Bern and Friburg poflefS the four , Bailliages 
of Morat, Gremton, Echelens, and Swartzenburg, which they 
Conquered fromthe Diikes of Savzy. 

Thirdly, - 
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Thirdly, The Allies 6f the ‘Switzers are the Grifons, who 
are <livided into three Leagues, that of the Grifons, of the 
Floule.of God, and of the 4en Jurifdi@ions. They are partly 
Proteltants.and partly Papifts, and ‘have alfo a confiderdble con- 

wered Country that belongs to them. The Town ani 
y of Neufchatel, of which we have fhewn elfewhere ‘the 
King of Prujia is Sovereign; the Abbot arid City of St, 
Gull the fittie Republick of Wallais, which the Germenscill 
Wallis-Land ; the City and Republick of ‘Geneva ; the Town 
Of Bienue or Biel, which is allied to the Carton of Bern; and 
the Town of Mulbaufen not far from Ba/il, ‘to which ns 
allied. 

Tt is mot tobe expected that we ‘fhould enter into avlong 
Detail either Hiftorical or Political, concerning thefe ‘People, 
Yor that would -require.a confiderable Volume, whereas what 
we have to fay-on them mui be confined within a very:narrow 
Compa. There is hardly one of the Cantons, ‘States, or Ci- 
ties .beforementioned that agrees with the other in ‘Point of Go- 
vesnment ; and indeed every kind of ‘Government ‘that‘ever-was 
invented, is to be found among{t them; yet they are all maintained 
ander their refpective Forms, .and in ‘their rélpeCtive Rights, 
from that common Love of Freedom and Juftice, ‘which -pre- 
vails generally among the whole Nation. 

"The_greatelt part of ‘their Country is the moft rugged in 
‘its Appearance, and naturally the moft barren in its‘Soil “of any 
tin <Ewrope; and yet by Dint of Labour and Cultivation, they 
‘render it tolerably fruitful. ‘All their ‘Cities are well built, 
jpopulous, and moit of their ‘Inhabitants live pretty much ¢ 
their Eafe, which is owing partly to their Induftry, and partly: 
their Frugality, “The Gentry .of Switzerland, notwithftanding 
‘what is commonly reported “of them, are, generally {peaking, 
“tolerably educated, .and from their feeing foreign Countries ge- 
nerally well-bred, “Their “Traders have great “Privileges, and 
‘fome of ‘them are in wealthy Circunfftances ; ‘and-as for their 
Pedlants, they are very hardy.and laborious. ‘As their Women 
sare july teputed very honelt as well as very good Houte- 
wives, fo.they are generally {peaking very,prolifick, and’ their 
Country being but narrow, this lays them under an ‘abfolute 
Neceflity of tending out Numbers every Year to feek their 
Bread in foreign Countries, 

As they are naturally of a ‘Martial Difpofition, and at- 
cuflomed,.to Arms from’their Youth, .they ufually feek fome 
‘forcign Service or other; thofe of the Popith Cantons g0 

’ we 












the 


th 
on 
rer 
the 
ne 
wh 


‘Somes Grr re 2200 rF 


Ss 5 


Ot 


Pedcocre 






el ie ee ee i et 


. “sere (6 


i — w~ F 


SS rr Sr 














Literaty and Hifloricat Recister. 469 
into the French and Spanifh Pay ; thofle of the Proteftaits,- end 
not 4 few ef the Popifh likewile, into that of the Stare; Ge- 
weral ; but wherever they ate, they have the Honour’ to be 
accounted 23 good Troops as any in the World. Affer “cme 
Yeats Service more or lefs, accorditig to their Contra‘ts. ‘the 

ivate Men fetarn Home, thoveh their‘Corps remain ftillin 
Bein Service, and are from ‘Time to Time filled up with 
ftelh Recruits. I¢ is owing to theie People that have fetyed 
abroad both Officers and Soldiers, that the Swi/s are never at 
# Lofs for as large and we'l difciplin’d an Army as any Go- 
vernment in Europe can raife, which are at the fame time 
the Guardiens of their own Liberty, and the Protedtors ef 
‘theit Neighbours Freedom, Neitber is their Power grounded 
only on Opinion, for they have defended themielves at diffe 
rent Times againft moft of the great Powers in Europe, and 
though they have been fometimes cutwitted, yet they were 
never beaten, of reduced 10 demand Peace by any Powet 
whatever ; fo that they may be juftly confidered, taking in 
their Situation and their Militia, as the moft unconquerdble 
People in Exrope. 

Ig is very difficult, perhaps hardly pcfible, to make a juft 
Computation of the Force of the Swi/s, Some fay, that the 
Canton of Bern alone can bring into the Field one hundred 
thoufand Mem; but at the fame time it is faid, that they could 
tot maintain them for any Time. ‘Things are much changed 
with this Nation ftom what they were formerly; for they 
have now feveral good Fortrefles, though hetetofore they had 
mone: Many of the Gentry of Switzerland ate very able 
Statefmen, as well as experienced Officers, and fuch informer 
Times were very fearce. Several of the Cantoris now -afé 
very rich, and befides vaft Sums that they have locked up at 
Home, have alfo ‘great Wealth i foreign Banks, avd _parti- 
tularly in our Funds. Every great City is well furnifhed with 
Artillery, atid at Bern and Zurich they have Field and Batter- 
ing Trains of Brafs Cannon, than which there ate few better 
in Europe. Yet with all this Force they are not in the leaft 
formidable to thofe that live near them, fince they are with- 
out Doubt the very beft Neighbours in the Wofld ; fo void 
# Ambition, that they have no Idea of Conqueft; fuch 

Vers of Juftice, that the very Report. of Oppreffion will 
bting them to the Relief of the Diftreffed. By this Means 
the City of Geneva has been often, and will probably be al- 
Ways protected . againft two Powers, one the moft enterpriz~ 
HZ, and the other the molt ambitiousin Europe. 
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Thofe who have treated of the Intereft of the Swi/s, feem to 
think that they may be fome time or other in Danger from 
France ; bt of this there feems to be at prefent very little Ap- 

rance. For in the firft Place it is not eafy to conceive why 
the French fhould quarrel with them, fince as themfelves allow, 
and indeed all the World knows, the Swifs Troops in their 
‘Pay make the Flower of their Infantry. It is in the next 
Place very difficult to apprehend why the Swi/s fhould quarrel 
with the French, from whom it is certain they receive confide- 
rable-Advantages. It is true, that the Swi/s are open on the 
Side of the Franche Comte; and it has been thought a great 
Overfight ‘in this Nation to let the French become Matters of 
it ; but in all Probability they depended upon their natural 
Strength ; and within lefs than half a Century, when France 
talked very big, and threatened in relation to the Sovereignty 
of Neufchatel. and Valingen, the Swi/s were far fo from fhowing 
any Concern about it, that they were ready to have taken 
up Arms, if Lewis XIV, had not immediately changed his 
Language. 

As for the Houfe of 4ufria, they will never attack or 
offend the Swi/s for Fear of throwing them into ‘he Arms 
of France, and there is no other Potentate ina Condition to 
difturb them, The only Point of their Intereft which they 
feem not perfeétly to underftand, is the Power they have of 
protecting /taly ; tor if the Princes of this Country could be brought 
fo enter intoa Treaty of perpetual Neutrality, and could prevail 
upon, the Swi/s Cantons, in Confideration of an annual Subfidy, 
to join in it, and keep up a conftant Body of Troops, to 
give Weight to that Neutrality, the Ballance there might be 
effeGtuilly fettled ; but private Interefts, and the ambitious 
Views of {mall Princes as well as great, render this a Thing 
not fo’ much to be hoped for as wifhed. With this Obferva- 

‘tion we fhall conclude what we have to fay of thefe People, 
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The prefent State and Political Interefs of ‘the 
Republick of VENICE, 


HE Glory of the Venetian State is at prefent indeed much , 

inferior to what it was, when without A fiiftance fhe, was 
a Match for the whole Ottoman Power by Land and Sea, and. 
loft nothing of her Courage, and but véry little of her Territories, .. 
by the famous League of Cambray, when rather out of Envy. 
han from any better Caufe, the greateft Powers in Europe were 
allied againft her. But tho’ jt be true, that the Republick is 
not what fhe has been, that her Dominions are reduced with-. 
in narrower Bounds, fo that except what fhe pofleffes on the 
Terra Firma of Italy, in Dalmatia, and a few. inconfiderable: 
Ifands, the has nothing left of thofe extenfive Te:ritories that 
contributed to enrich her Subjects by their Trade, and gave 
her fo confiderable a Rank amongft the Powers of Europe; yet 
the is ftill Miftrefs. of enough, not’ only to deferve Notice, 
but alfo to be regarded as‘one of the moft confiderable Potens 
tates in Italy, 

It is highly to the Honour of this State that for upwards of 
twelve Centurics the has: preferved her Freedom,’ and. for @ 
great Part of that Time has livéd under the fame Government, 
without fuffering any of thofe dreadful Revolutions by which 
many of her powerful Neighbours have’ been involved in Blood 
and Confufion, This has juftly given a high Reputa:ion to 
the Wifdom.of her Senators, who by. their great Policy and 
wonderful Secrecy, have been able throuzh fo long a Track of ° 
Time, to guard with equal Diligence and Succefs, again{t. fo- 
teign Confederacies and domeftic Confpiracies, many ;of which 
they have defeated, when laid with the deepeft Cunning, and 
fupported with no inconfiderable Strength.: Her very Loffes 
are fo far from reflecting Difcredit on the. Republick, that on 
the contrary, they do her the greateft Honour in the Senti- 
ments of thofe who are capable of forming a right Judgment 
of Hiftory, and know how to diftinguifh properly on Caufes 
and Events, The long War in Defence of , Candia againft the 
Turks, exhaufted the Treafures, and weaken’d the Power of 
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this State to a Degree, that fhe has not been able to recover ; 
but that War was continued for many Years againft the whole 
Strength of the Ottoman Empire by Sea and Land, and was 
almoft as fatal to the Tards as to her; for they too have beeg 
declining in Power and Reputation ever fince: So that “the 
might be truly ftiled ih that refpe€t the Bulwark of Europe, 
to the Safety of which the contributed much more than the 
fuffered by the Lofles which by the Fortune of War fuftained 
during that famous Contention. 

The common Opinion that the erntinues fill to decling, 
and that the very Being of the Republick is in Danger from 
afiow Conlumption, has been perhaps taken up without due 
Attention, and fer want of having juft Notions of the wife 
and folid Maxims by which her Government is conducted, 
For tho? it be true, that the is in no Condition to maintaia 
fach 2 War as that of Candia, yet it is no lef true, that as 
‘Things are now circumftanced, fhe has very little Reafon to 
fear it. In the twodalt Wars with the Turks the fufiiciently 
demonftrated that thot her Forces were much weakened, fhe was 
far from having loft her former Spirit, or from wanting fuch 4 
Power as was neceffary for her Defence; and the noble Statue 
etetted to the Honour of the late Field Marbhal Schulemberg in 
Moy great Square ef Corfu, which he fo glorinufly defended, 

ill remain a perpetual Monument of the Bravery of her 
“Troops, ay well as of her Zeal and Gratitude 10 that intrepid 
Officer, ‘which it may be hopéd will not a litde contribute to 
rocuté a Succeffion of Generals as worthy and as fortunate, 
* Befides all ‘this ie ought to be remember’d, that fhe is now 

better fecured ee the Turks by her perpetual Alliance with 
the Houfe of Aufiria than in former Times; and if at the 

me Time we reflect, that in Cafe the latter at any Time 
break with the Turss, in Virtue of that Alliance, they are 
fure Of being fupported by the Rujfians, ic will be fufficiently 
evident, that the Menetians have much leG to fear thaw they had 
in former Times. Simee the Peace of Paffarewitz, ‘which was 
concluded onthe roth of ‘July 1718, they have remained very 

tiet, and have very wifely avoided taking any Share in thole 
Difpates that have ‘perplexed Europe; but at the fame Time 
have thought it proper to keep op a numerous Body of Fosces, 
in order to render their Neutrality vefpedted. 


That 
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That the Reacer may perceive, that what we have advan- 
ced in relation to this Republiek is founded in Truth, it may 
not be amifs to give a fhort Account of the Countries fhe 
pofleffes, Ig the Girt Place, the ncble City of Venice, and the 
Ifands about it, which are fo populeus, have fa many Manu- 
factures, and flill carry on é great a Trade, more elpecially . 
while the other Powers of Jigly are at Wary and the Subje 
of the Republick enjay the Benefit of her Neutrality, that, 
the Revenue drawn from them hy the State, amounts annually. 
to three Millions of Ducats. On the Jerze Firme or Canti- 
nent of Tigh, the pofleffes the Trevifen, the Paduan, the Vi-- 
centin, the Veroneze, the Bregamaje, the Terrisory of Ere-. 
tia, the City of Cremg and its Diltrict, and - Pdcfia; 
they have alfoa great Part of Friuli, of dZria, of Dalma- 
tia and Albania ; and they fill preserve the dMlands of Corfu 
Zante, Cerigo, Finnes, Curzla and Cefelonia : All thele Coune 
tries are rich and fruitful, and the Inbabitants drive a very 
great Trade in the Levant, as well es in other Pants of Ey- 

. The Revenue of the Republick is computed at ‘about 
eight Millions of Durats, and the annual Expence dors not 
commmonly exceed half that 3 fo that in Time of Peace the 
are conftanily laying wp large Bums, Before the fatal War of 
Candia, they bad in their Treafury fifteen Millions of Dye 
gats_in ready Money, exclufive of the famows Gold Chain, 
to which they annually added fome Links, which forty Pope 
ters could jhardly carry, and which on certain Feftivals was 
extended crofs the Square of St, AZart, for the Emrertainmeng 
of. the People. As they have now enjoyed Peace thirty Years, 
j¢ may be prefumed that their Coffers are again pretty full, 
fo that upon any emergent Neceflity, they would be able 1 
gnake much greater Efforts than is commonly imagined. 

Asto the Government of Venice, it is fo well known, that 
we need got defcribe it. We fhall only oblerve, that itis 2 
pure Asiftocracy, and though the Duke has the Title of 
Pringe, yet the Majefty of the Republick refides in the See 
pate. The great Maxim of this wife Body, is to manage 
the Government with the utmoft Frugality, to encouragg 
Trade as much as pofible, and to preferve Peace as long as 
they are able. They have always a conftant Eye upon the 
Turks, and have excellent Intelligence even in the Seraglio 
itlelf ; fo that they can hardly be furprized, and in Time of 
Peace they carry ona progizious Commerce in all Pazts of thag 
) Empire 
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Empire. They are jealous of the Pope, with whom they 
have many ancient Grounds of Difpute, which is the Reafon 
that they exclude all Ecclefiafticks from their Counfels. They 
are obliged to live in great Friendthip with the Emperor, tho’ 
it is certain, that they are not at all defirous of feeing 
the Power of the Houfe of Aufria, extend itfelf in Italy. 
They were heretofore jealous of the Crown of Spain for the 
fame Reafon ; and very probably this Spirit would revive, if 
Don Philip fhould gain any confiderable Eftablifhment in 
that Country, for the keeping even the Ballance of which 
they are as much or more concerned than any other Poten- 
tate, is the Bufinefs of their Statefmen. 

In former Times the Republick was ftrongly inclined to 
favour France; the Embaflador of this Crown received very 
high Honours at Venice, and, generally fpeaking, the Venetian 
Cardinals’ joined thofe of the French Faction in the Conclave ; 
yet there is no Reafon to prefume, as fome do from hence, that 
the Republick is governed by thefe Notions ftill ; for the Cir- 
cumftances of Things being changed, according to the fettled 
Rules of their Policy, the Conduct of the Republick muft 
chanze alfo; and the very fame Principles that induced her to 
fide with the French in the Conclave, *will engage her now to 
at againft her, and in Favour of the Houfe of Au/fria, be- 
caufe the Family of Bourbon is become nowtoo potent, It 
thay indeed be furmifed that this State, affefting Peace fo 
thuch 28 fhe docs, might be awed by the Power of France; 
burt of this there is no fort of Appearance, For when Lewis 

KIV. about 1711, declared at Rome, Cardinal Ottcboni, a Sub. 
ject of the Republick’ s, Prote&tor of the Crown of France, and 
Ws Eminence had accepted that Dignity, contrary to the Max- 
ims of the Venetian State, which never permits any that have 
heen in their Service, to enter into that of other Princes ; they 
proceeded without Delay and without Ceremony, to deprive 
him and all his Relations of the Privileges of Nobility, and to 
kanifh them their Dominions, We may therefore take it for 


granted, that the Grandeur of this Houle will be very far from - 


being acceptable to the Venetians. 

They have always maintained, and very probably will con- 
tinu¢ to maintain, a clofe Friendfhip and ftri€&t Alliance with 
the Swifs, there being a mutual Connection between their In- 
terefts ; and each of them having frequent Occa‘ions, from 
the Vicinity of their ‘Territories, to ask and to receive Fa- 
vours 












yours ¢ 
Intellig 
the G 
which 
Ruptu 
tofore 
of Sa 
of Cyp 
is fear 
thefe | 
has be 
Italy 
in his 
it is’ 
refpor 















fore 
fione 
rou. 
ge 
cc: 
durit 
ect 
Pe 
wan 
fubf 
Dif 
ftru 








Literary and Hiforical REGISTER. 475 


vours of the other, They are likewife bound to live in good 
Intelligence with the Monarch of the Two Sicilies, and with 
the Grand Duke of Tu/cany, on account of the Difficulties to 
wkich their Commerce would be unavoidably liable, in cafe of a 
Rupture, .or even a Difference with either. There was here- 
tofore a great Coolnefs between the Republick and the Dukes 
of Savoy, on Account that the latter uled the Title of King 
of Cyprus; to which alfo the Doge of Venice pretends: And it 
is fcarce to be conceived how much this flight Punétilio kepe 
thefe two Powers at a Diftance. But fince the Duke of Savoy 
has become King of Sardinia, and the Situation of Things in 
Italy is fo much changed, that the Ballance is almoft conflantly 
in his Hands, the Venetians have altered their Meafures ; and 
it is very certain, that, at prefent, there is a very good Cor- 
refpondence between that Monarch and the Republick. 

The long and warm Difputes that have happened hereto- 
fore between this Republick and that of Genoa, has occa- 
fioned fuch an Inveteracy as is fcarce to be conceived ; 
grounded alfo upon a Punétilio, the latter defiring to be re- 
ae as an Equal, and the former treating her upon all 

ccafions as an Inferior. This Spleen was carried farther, 
during the fatal War with Candia, than one would have ex- 
pected from the Venetian Prudence; for when the Genoefe 
offered very confiderable Affiftance at a Time when Venice 
wanted it moft, upon Condition that an Equality fhould 
fubfift for the future, they rejected the Propofition with 
Difdain, and chofe rather. to run the Hazard of total De- 
ftruction, than to receive Affiftance upon fuch Terms. 
Yet even this Quarrel feems now to be laid afleep, if not 
extinguifhed ; for during the late Diftrefs of the Genve/e, it 
is very certain that the Venetians interpofed not only with 
much Civility, but with great Earneftnefs ‘at the Court of 
Vienna ; and if we may depend upon the Reports: that have 
been current in Italy, the Genocfe have received pecuniary 
Supplies of a Nature that fufficiently declared the Depth of 
the Purfe from whence they were drawn, though it was not 
held convenient to embark openly in her Quarrel. 

Thus we have taken Pains to fhew, that notwithftanding 
what has paffled heretofore, the Republick of Venice is ftill 
in a Condition to fupport herfelf, and in no Danger either 
from the Power of her Enemies, or of her Neighbours ; 
that if the loves Peace it is from wife and prudent Motives, 
an 






























a -_ - - 
























476 0 Tbe MUSEUM, @e. 


and not from Timidity; that as the fornts no Pretenfions 
wpon her Neighbours, fo fhe is inclined to live with them 
in the greatcit Harmony imaginable 5 and im 2 Word that 
as fie bas no Views of Comyuett for herfelf fhe is bound 
by Intereft as well ae led by Inclination to give all the Op 
polition poffible to fuch as difturd the Peace of daly. 


Tie END of Numser XXXVIH. 
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